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The depressions or wet-weather ponds in front of you are holes
where residents dug up clay to build their wattle-and-daub houses.
Here and in the nearby ravines they also “borrowed” soil to construct
the large mounds you will see farther along the trail. They loosened
the soil with pointed sticks or hoes, scooped up the dirt, and built
the mounds basketful by basketful—a laborious process.
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and others came here regularly from villages and
hamlets up and down the riverway, just as people
might drive to Nashville or Memphis today.
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Seven hundred years ago you would have been looking Over the years, townspeople enlarged this structure by
at a mound covered with bright red clay instead of green  adding layers of black, yellow, and gray soil. They made -
grass, and you would have been gazing respectfully at a the top flat and coated the surface red. They also added : S S
ceremonial building on the top. a six-to-eight-foot apron c?n the west and south sides. Revealing Colors This QuarkXPress file contains Hi-res
WAERAINIE ED @R MR 0T, R E oD may Excavations in 2001 - 2003 revealed bands of color scans. |mageS are RGB 200 dpl u nIeSS
The largest mound rises 25 feet above the ground’s represent which clan was in power. White may represent in the mound. These layers were created as different otherwise noted
natural level, where you are standing. Originally the peacful times and red, warlike periods. Rncsodeyvesaddeticbanomnd ’

mound may have been low and rounded on the top.

Mound cross-sections, 2003
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<— Over the years stream-bank erosion has reduced | You Are Here
the size of the apron and the mound :
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Chunkey Stone
Actual size —found in
one of the house risins

A Vibrant Community —

Topped off with a temple, a chief’s residence, or a town hall, this the harvesting of the year’s corn crop — the beginning of a new
mound served as the social and ceremonial focus of the community. year — with feasting, rituals, and dancing. Crowds watched and bet
The summit offered an unparalleled view of religious ceremonies, on teams competing at games of chunkey and stickball. And on other Chunkey

PR Contestants rolled a chunkey stone across an open
dances, games, and everyday activities on the plaza. The whole days, townspeople went to the plaza to catch up on the news, to see field and threw spears at the spot where they thought
community, plus residents from nearby villages, gathered to celebrate ~ what was happening, and to be seen. it would stop rolling.
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During the cold winter months, families lived mostly on
corn, plus some dried fish and fresh meat. The women
raised the corn, along with squash and sunflowers, in
gardens near their homes and on the bottomlands along
the river. Men hunted deer, raccoons, and turkeys in
the fall and winter and devoted the warmer months to
catching fish and gathering shellfish. Women used the

animal hides to make clothes for their families.
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L .
Matern al Clusters You are standing at the edge of a cluster of small Men held the prominent public leadership posts,
dwellings. Families lived near each other—parents but homelife revolved around the women and
with young children, grandparents next door, farmlands were passed on from generation to

and aunts and uncles nearby. Clan members were generation through the female line.
related through the female line; males and females .
belonged to the kin group of their mothers. Upon

marriage, the groom built a house near his bride’s
maternal relatives.
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